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upcoming events 

ND State Class B 
Girls Basketball Tournament 

MSU Dome 

Region 6 Boys Basketball 
MSU Dome 

Penance Service & GLORY DAY! 
All-School Mass: 1:45pm 

BR Prospective Student Day 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

BR Family Night Out: Paradiso 
All day long! 11am-10pm 

PAA Class Ambassadors 
5:15pm 

ND State Class B 
Boys Basketball Tournament 

Bismarck Civic Center 

End of Third Quarter

Partner with Parents Initiative: 
Social Media Safety for Teens 

BR Cafeteria: 6:00pm 

Early Dismissal Day 
1:00pm 

Assistant Chaplains Ski Trip 

Sixth Grade Chrism Mass Trip 

BR Drama presents 
“The Enchanted Bookshop” 

BR Gymnasium: 1:30pm & 6:30pm 

LION TIMES 
A  MONTHLY  BISHOP  RYAN  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  FAMILY  NEWSLETTER 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Office Information 

Middle School/High School Office: 
Mrs. Brintnell, Secretary 

Mr. Lee, Principal 

(701) 852-4004, option 1 

Elementary/Preschool Office: 
Mrs. Passa, Secretary 
Mrs. Steckler, Principal 

(701) 839-5882, option 2 

 

 

      It’s mind-boggling to think that the end of the school year is a quarter  

   away! I don’t know about you, but I always have a non-stop version of  

   “The Race is On” that starts going in my head about this time each year…  

   With that in mind, I wanted to pass along some information regarding  

   registration for next year and some important dates to keep track of: 
 

   Thursday, March 15th 

   Scholarship applications and tuition assistance forms will be available  

   for current students and families. 

   The large portion of our scholarships are designated for current 

students continuing at Bishop Ryan, and the application process for the majority of those is 

covered by our one-page scholarship application. (There are separate applications for the 

Andrew Crockett and Our Lady of Grace Scholarships.) We also give our current families first 

opportunity for tuition assistance funds. When ready, all forms and instructions will be published 

at www.bishopryan.com/scholarships, and forms will also be available in the school offices. 

Please note that incomplete forms will not be considered, so make sure to complete all sections 

and submit supporting information, when applicable. 
 

Monday, April 16th 

Scholarship applications and tuition assistance forms are due by 3:00pm. 

Scholarship awardees will be introduced following our May Crowning and All-School Honors 

Mass on Wednesday, May 2nd. (Please join us!) 
 

   More information concerning registration and announcements for next year will be coming out 

via email over the rest of this school year, so keep an eye open for those, and please let us know 

if we can help with any questions! 

Mr. Hatlelid is looking for a typewriter that can be used for 
special projects in the Foundation office. 

If you have one that you’re willing to part with, 
please drop it off at the administration office! 

CAN 
YOU 
HELP
? 



Each year, Bishop Ryan Catholic School invites interested students to live a day in the life of a BR student 
during Prospective Student Day. This year’s event is set for March 8th, 2018. 
 

Visiting students are paired up with current Bishop Ryan students who are their age, and they get to spend 
their time at the school walking the hallways, attending classes, and asking questions about what makes 
Bishop Ryan a great school! 
 

All visiting students will be paired up for the full school day (8am to 3pm) unless other arrangements are 
made. Lunch will be provided for visiting students at no charge. 
 

As our students have a dress code, we ask visiting students to dress nicely for the day: 
dress pants and a nice shirt work great, as well as dresses for the girls. Elementary students are also asked to 
bring weather-appropriate clothing, as they may go outside for recess. 
 

If you know a student who would like to register for Prospective Student Day, have their parent complete the 
online form at www.bishopryan.com/psd. Registrations are due by noon on Tuesday, March 6th. 
 

For questions or more information, please contact Jaimie Brunner at (701) 838-3355 or jbrunner@brhs.com. 
 

And if March 8th doesn’t work, we can work with a different date! Just contact Jaimie. 

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT DAY 2018 

Join Officer Moss for this presentation geared at parents on how to keep your kids safe in the world of social media. 
 

   Topics will include: 
       -checking comments and images 
     -talking to your kids about what's okay to post 
       -reviewing account settings 
       -encouraging your kids to know their friends, contacts and followers 
       -watching third party apps 
       -protecting your location information when using mobile devices 
       -reporting unsafe online activities  

Monday, March 19th; 6:00pm 

Bishop Ryan Cafeteria 

             Officer Aaron Moss 

      Minot Police Department 



Catch up online at bishopryan.com, join us at facebook.com/bishopryanlions, 
or search for bishopryanlions on Twitter and Instagram. 

On the face of it, encouraging children to learn Latin doesn’t seem like the solution to our current skills crisis. Why waste valuable 
curriculum time on a dead language when children could be learning one that’s actually spoken? 
 

But dig a little deeper and you’ll find plenty of evidence that this particular dead language is precisely what today’s young people need 
if they’re going to excel in the contemporary world. 
 

Let’s start with Latin’s reputation as an elitist subject. While it’s true that 70 percent of independent schools offer Latin compared with 
only 16 percent of public schools, that’s hardly a reason not to teach it more widely. According to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, our private schools are the best in the world, whereas our state schools are ranked on average 23rd. 
 

No doubt part of this attainment gap is attributable to the fact that the average private school child has advantages that the average 
state school child does not. But it may also be due to the differences in the curricula that are typically taught in state and private 
schools. Hard as it may be to believe, one of the things that gives privately-educated children the edge is their knowledge of Latin. 
I don’t just mean in the obvious senses – their grasp of basic grammar and syntax, their understanding of the ways in which our world is 
underpinned by the classical world, their ability to read Latin inscriptions. I mean there is actually a substantial body of evidence that 
children who study Latin outperform their peers when it comes to reading, reading comprehension and vocabulary, as well as higher 
order thinking such as computation, concepts and problem solving. 
 

For chapter and verse on this, I recommend a 1979 paper by educationalist Nancy Mavrogenes that appeared in the academic journal 
Phi Delta Kappan. Summarizing one influential American study carried out in the state of Iowa, she writes: “In 1971, more than 4,000 
fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade pupils of all backgrounds and abilities received 15 to 20 minutes of daily Latin instruction. 
The performance of the fifth-grade Latin pupils on the vocabulary test of the Iowa Test of Basic Skills was one full year higher than the 
performance of control pupils who had not studied Latin. Both the Latin group and the control group had been matched for similar 
backgrounds and abilities.” 
 

Interestingly, Mavrogenes found that children from poor backgrounds particularly benefit from studying Latin. For a child with limited 
cultural reference points, becoming acquainted with Roman life and mythology opens up “new symbolic worlds”, enabling him or her 
“to grow as a personality, to live a richer life.” In addition, spoken Latin emphasizes clear pronunciation, particularly of the endings of 
words, a useful corrective for many children born in inner cities. Finally, for children who have reading problems, Latin provides 
“experience in careful silent reading of the words that follow a consistent phonetic pattern”. 
 

This was very much the experience of Llewelyn Morgan, an Oxford Classicist and co-author of a recent Politeia pamphlet on why Latin 
should be taught in primary schools. “Those kids are learning through Latin what I did: what verbs and nouns are, how to coordinate 
ideas in speech and writing, all the varieties of ways of saying the same thing,” he says. “I did not and could not have learned that 
through English, because English was too familiar to me. It was through Latin that I learned how to express myself fluently in my native 
language.”  
 

Unlike other languages, Latin isn’t just about conjugating verbs. It includes a crash course in ancient history and cosmology. “Latin is the 
math of the Humanities,” says Llewelyn Morgan, “But Latin also has something that mathematics does not and that is the history and 
mythology of the ancient world. Latin is math with goddesses, gladiators and flying horses, or flying children.” 
 

No doubt some people will persist in questioning the usefulness of Latin. For these skeptics I have a two-word answer: 
Mark Zuckerberg. The founder of Facebook studied Classics at Phillips Exeter Academy and listed Latin as one of the languages he spoke 
on his Harvard application. So keen is he on the subject, he once quoted lines from the Aeneid during a Facebook product conference 
and now regards Latin as one of the keys to his success. Just how successful is he? According to Forbes magazine, he’s worth $6.9 
billion. If that isn’t a useful skill, I don’t know what is. 
 

Editor’s note: 
Starting this school year, Bishop Ryan Catholic School will no longer be participating in the annual North Dakota State Assessment. 

Instead, we will be introducing the Iowa Test of Basic Skills as our achievement assessment for students in grades 3-8. 
More information about Iowa Skills Testing and dates will be coming soon…  

Forget Mandarin. Latin is the Key to Success 

Thoughts on Education: 
Excerpts from 

by Toby Young 
courtesy of The Spectator 
blogs.spectator.co.uk 

A look across the pond on the opinion of incorporating Latin into British education... 



The ladies wrapped up the season 
as District 12 Champions before losing a tough rematch 

with Bottineau in their Region 6 Tournament opener. 
 

Next up: The District 12 champion Lions 
head to the Region 6 Basketball Tournament. 

Game time is Monday at 6:15pm at the Dome. 
 

At State, the Lions finished 11th as a team 
in the Individual Tournament behind placers 

Wesley Harvey (7th at 106), 
Conner Ledoux (3rd at 113), 

Kersey Harris (6th at 132) 
and Corbin Okeson (3rd at 182). 

 

Next up: Things are just starting to warm up 
for the spring sports seasons. 

Here’s hoping Mother Nature has the same idea! 
 
 

 

There are lots of fundraising opportunities that come up throughout the year, and we wanted you to know 
that your support of these events is very much appreciated! 

Just in case you’ve ever wondered if your participation is making a difference, take a look... 

In this year’s fundraisers, you’ve helped us raise: 

August’s “Dreams Can Come True” Raffle: 
$52,000 

September’s Coupon Books: 
$7,500 

September’s Chevy Drive-A-Thon: 
$400 

October’s Hall of Fame Banquet: 
$40,000 

End of the Year Lot-O-Dough Calendars: 
$28,000 

January’s Carnival: 
$48,000 

February’s Our Lady of Grace Roast Beef Dinner: 
$1,600 

Six BR Family Nights Out at Applebee’s, Buffalo Wings & Rings and Paradiso: 
$3,800 

 
 

     These funds play a huge part in taking care of our students, 
       our teachers, and our school, 
     and we could not do it without you and the businesses that  
                help make these events happen! 



 
   February Lions 


